MEMBERSHIPS 


Active  Member  $  2.00 

Associate  Member  $  5.00 

Fellowship  $  10.00 

Life  Member  $100.00 

Benefactor  $500.00 


HOURS  OPEN  TO  THE  PU3LIC 

Summer  Schedule 
Wednesday  through  Saturday    11:00  A.M.  -  5  P.M. 

Sunday  1:00  P.M.  -  5  P.M. 


Winter  Schedule 
November  1  -  May  1 
Wednesday  through  Saturday  11:00  A.M«  -  4:00  P.M. 

Sunday  1:00  P.M.  -  4:00  P.M. 


THE  GLEBE  HOUSE 


The  Glebe  House  is  the  birth  place  of  the  American 
Episcopacy.     It  was  here,  on  March  25,  1783,  that 
Samuel  Seabury  was  elected  the  first  Bishop  of  the 
Anglican  Church  to  serve  in  America. 

The  Glebe  House  was  first  used  as  a  Rectory  in  1771, 
when  the  Rev.  John  Marshall  was  Rector  of  St.  Paul's 
Church.     Because  of  their  allegiance  to  the  Church  of 
England,  Episcopal  clergymen  were  the  objects  of 
persecution  and  their  lives  were  constantly  in  danger. 
Marshall  dared  only  to  appear  outside  the  house  on 
Sundays  when  he  would  not  be  attacked.     A  secret  tun- 
nel leading  to  a  neighbor's  house,  is  evidence  of  the 
precautions  which  were  taken. 

Shortly  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  Anglican 
Church  was  on  the  verge  of  extinction  in  America.  The 
clergy  were  considered  dangerous  subversives  in  the 
newly  independent  land  and  the  Church  of  England  was 
unwilling  to  ordain  an  American  bishop  unless  he 
swore  allegiance  to  the  crown.     Given  this  dilemma, 
the  priests  in  Connecticut  decided  upon  a  daring  plan. 

Ten  of  the  fourteen  Episcopal  clergymen  of  Connect- 
icut met  secretly  at  the  Glebe  House  of  the  Rev.  John 
Marshall  in  Woodbury  to  select  a  priest  who  would  risk 
traveling  to  England  to  seek  consecration  as  bishop. 

Samuel  Seabury  was  chosen  and  agreed  to  undertake 
this  hazardous  mission  on  behalf  of  his  brothers. 

After  more  than  a  year  of  frustration  in  London, 
Seabury  journeyed  to  Aberdeen,  Scotland  where  Bishops 
Kilgour,  Petrie,  and  Skinner  consecretad  him.  Without 
the  courage  of  these  brave  men,  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America  might  not  exist  today. 


